
 1 

The Awakening 
Reflections and Thoughts from the study of the Gospel book of Luke 

 
The Jealously of our God simply means He deserves the honor where honor is due for, 
He IS!  
 
Humans have become more in love with the creation rather than the creator.... worship 
of self  
 
God called us to remember the sabbath day for it reminds us to keep our eyes and 
worship on Him and not of this earth (planet)  
 
The sabbath isn’t necessarily about the day but about the creator  
 
The battle is over worship  
 
Will you worship God the creator or the creation?  
 
The keeping of the sabbath is the sealing (The pouring out of the Holy Spirit) from the 
false doctrines of this world that can so easily deceive you  
 
The remembrance of the sabbath is for our protection from the enemy  
 
The sabbath is medicine against selfishness, self-preservation, self-alliance, self-
determination, self will  
 
The sabbath replenishes us with the fruit of the Spirit  
 
False prophets- false testimony of Jesus Christ  
 
Warning about Antichrists (1 John 2: 18-27)  
The Antichrist is a belief and worship of things or gods that do not acknowledge Christ 
as Lord and resurrected  
 
What reaches for you  
 
Christ is pleased with ministry that gives of oneself...honest Christ living is selfless...it is 
always considering others in whatever we do  
 
God is powerful enough to help you live a life of no sin while living on this sinful planet  
 
Gods people should publicly speak truth to power (a sign of God’s chosen 
leaders/prophets)  
 
Confessing our sins gives God the power to remove the sinful way from your life 
(cleansing)  
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I am protected in Him 🏾 
 
The Lord of the sabbath is man’s medicine from sin  
 
We are sin sick diseased  
 
Following Christ is not about rules...He is The Way...The Word...Living Water  
 
The Temptation of Jesus  
During Jesus 40 days in the wilderness He was tempted by every avenue the enemy 
uses to man in a lifetime...what the enemy uses to tempt man in a lifetime Christ 
endured in 40 days without any food  
 

Praise be to Our God 🏾 
 
The Temptations  

1.  Hunger/appetite (faith beyond reason) 
2. Power/authority/esteem (commitment to Gods power/authority)  
3. Risky behavior/testing (obedience with no guarantees)  

 
The more you reject sin and temptation the more powerful the Holy Spirit can live 
through you  
 
Christ came so that: 
1)The poor will know that can be rich spirituality/mentally/physically and one day will be 
rich literally  
 
2)That you can live a sin free life through the Father (that you are not bound to sinful 
living) 
 
3)To open the eyes of His people so that may see (discernment) (wisdom) 
(understanding) 
 
4)To set free those who are burden with the cares of this life thinking they have to carry 
the load all by themselves  
 
5)To proclaim that all these things are possible because of Gods favor on His 
people...because God sent His son to the world  
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Christ can perform miracles and healing in your life and use you to perform those 
blessings upon others ONLY when you acknowledge He IS the I AM, and I am NOT!  
 
Disciple is someone who has made the choice to leave everything and follow Jesus (left 
old way of life and thinking)  
 
Jesus often withdrew to the wilderness for prayer  
 
Jesus was given the authority to forgive sins on earth...Thank you Jesus for the 
forgiveness of my sins!!! 
 
Jesus is THE ONLY one who was given authority to ordained  
 
Jesus did not come to this earth for those who believe they (self) guides their rightful 
living...Jesus came for those who believe and acknowledge their sinfulness and need 
for a savior/redeemer  
 
Jesus came to show His believers a New Way but many including the religious leaders 
did not want to change from their old way of doing things  
 
The sabbath is a reminder that although we are made in the image of God, we are not 
gods  
 
The sin disease model - Through the power of the Holy Spirit we are able to manage 
our illness of sin...each individual sin disease needs management in their own special 
way for just like any illness it can look and act different in a person’s body  
 
The sin disease can affect all parts of our body as well as our environment  
 
“The Son of Man is Lord, even over the Sabbath” Luke 6:5  
 
The Sabbath was made for good deeds  
 
The Sabbath was made to save lives  
 
Jesus came to break the yoke and burden that man put on the Sabbath... 
 
He came to show The Way the true way of Sabbath keeping...and it’s so much more 
freeing than man’s way!!!!  
 
True Sabbath keeping is about worshiping Christ our Creator  
 
Jesus is our model and He spent much alone time in prayer  
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Jesus disciples (A Jesus Christ Learner/Student) and from them The Godhead chose 
12 to be apostles (Jesus Christ Advocate Sent)  
 
Jesus Earthly Community:  
Disciples - Learner of The Way (always a student/learner) Disciples share what they 
learn by the testimony of their life/words/actions  
12 Disciples The Godhead chose to also be Apostles- advocates of The Way (defends 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ)  
Followers - Servants of The Way   
Crowds - Group of believers of The Way  
 
BEWARE in the earthly community of Jesus are false/fake disciples, apostles, 
followers and crowds  
 
Jesus taught the beatitudes specifically to His disciples (which included the 12 apostles) 
it was their assignment to show by example/testimony the beatitudes Way of living...it 
was the apostles’ job to advocate/defend the message of the beatitudes  
 
The Beatitudes (Luke 6:20-49)  
The blessings:  

1.  God blesses the poor  
2. God blesses the hungry  
3. God blesses the mourner  

 
Blessings to come for those who are hated, excluded and mocked because you choose 
to serve the Lord (The Son of Man)  
 
Sorrows to come for those who have chosen to enjoy the 
pleasures/lifestyle/riches/popularity of this world rather than serve The Son of Man  
 
Love for Enemies  
Christ calls us to love our enemies, to do no harm to those who hate you, bless those 
(be kind) to those who curse you (do no wrong) pray for those who back stabbed you  
 
Live a life full of love and not of animosity/resentment towards others  
 
Live a life of forgiveness for our Heavenly Father has forgiven us...treat others the way 
you would like to be treated  
 
Love the unlovable  
 
When you love your enemies, you are truly acting as children of the most high  
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Christ is kind to those who are unthankful and wicked...we must show this same 
compassion towards the unthankful and wicked as well  
 
Do NOT Judge Others -The amount of grace and mercy you give will determine the 
amount you get back... 
 
Christ reminded His students/disciples they are no greater than their teacher...and if you 
allow yourself to be fully trained you can exemplify the same Fruit of The Spirit as the 
Master Teacher  
 
Christ disciples have the power to become “LIKE” the Master Teacher NOT “BECOME” 
the master  
 
When disciples of Christ realize how sin diseased their bodies and environments are 
they can then CLEARY see how to show The Way to their friends/family & love 
ones...you realize that you show The Way through love & acceptance and by the 
testimony of your own life  
 
The tree and it’s fruit (Identifier of true vs. false disciples)  
A good tree will ONLY produce good fruit  
A bad tree will ONLY produce bad fruit  
A tree is identified by its fruit  
 
What you say (act/behave) flows from what is in your heart (thoughts/emotions) = Mind  
 
A Mind controlled by the Holy Spirit is evident by the person’s life (The Beatitudes/The 
Way)  
 
Final/closing of the beatitudes message (Building on a Solid Foundation)  
Obedience provides a solid foundation  
Disobedience weakens our foundation  
 
John 7 (Social politics of this time made it difficult for the religious leaders (Judea) to 
see past their worship of self and acknowledge that Jesus was indeed the Son of Man 
(Galilee)  
 
Jesus stands with us...although He is above us, He chooses to stand among us 
 
Jesus did not discriminate (Roman officer story)  
The Roman Officer reverence the kingly power and authority and goodness of our Lord 
Jesus Christ and because of this it allowed the Roman Officer to see his own sinfulness 
and unworthiness despite any earthly power or riches he might have  
 
Worship of self, blinds your ability to see your own wickedness and need of The Savior  
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Being raised as a Christian can sometimes be our Achilles heel to truly worshiping our 
Creator (Luke 7:9) I see why there’s the need to be reborn again!  
 
The ‘worship of self’ enables you to be a servant of others and learner of Christ  
 
A good “religious” life on this earth where you receive the earthly fruit (esteem, 
economic stability) can lead you to a false reality of your sin sick diseased self  
 
Luke 7:47 “I tell you her sins-and they are many-have been forgiven, so she has shown 
me much love...a person who is forgiven little shows only little love”  
 
The worship of self creates an inability for you to recognize your MANY sins that need 
forgiveness...the recognition of your MANY sins that need forgiveness automatically 

creates a GREATER love for the Savior!!!! 🏾 🏾 🏾 
 
The less you repent (acknowledgement of your sins) & ask God for His forgiveness the 
less is your love for Him... 
 
He gave me nothing to lose but everything to gain  
 
Women traveled with Jesus and served with the 12 apostles  
 
Jesus gave messages to specific groups at times:  
The crowd  
The followers  
The disciples  
The 12 apostles  
Individuals seeking  
Religious leaders  
 
Jesus provides the seed of knowledge to EVERYONE (Luke 8:4-15) but Knowledge 
without the Holy Spirit lacks wisdom and understanding   
 
Only Christ disciples asked what (understanding/wisdom/discernment) the parable 
meant...” You are permitted to understand the secrets of the Kingdom of God.” Luke 
8:9  
 
The Parable of the Seed Explained (Luke 8:11-15)  
The seed represents The Word (Knowledge of Jesus Christ)  
The soil represents The Holy Spirit  
The Footpath (Seed doesn’t reach soil) represents those who hear the message only to 
have the devil come and take it away from their hearts and prevent them from believing 
and being saved  
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The Rocky Soil (Seed reaches little soil) represents those who hear the message and 
receive it with joy but since they don’t have deep roots (deeply rooted in the power of 
The Holy Spirit) they believe for a short while, then fall away when faced with 
temptation  
The Thorns (Seed reaches good soil but can’t grow fully because of the thorns) 
represents those who hear the message, but all to quickly the message is crowed out 
by the cares, riches, and pleasures of this life...so the seed never grows into maturity  
Good Soil represents honest, good-hearted people who hear God’s word, cling to it, 
and patiently wait for it to produce a huge harvest  
 
The Lamp...the Holy Spirit must be manifested in the life I keep (everyday 
choices/obedience) 
The Holy Spirit is always speaking...PAY ATTENTION & LISTEN  
 
The true family of Christ are those who hear (The Holy Spirt) and obey (The Holy Spirit)  
 
Jesus will see you through ANY assignment He calls you too...Jesus calms the storm 
(Luke 8: 22-25)  
 

Jesus can heal you of your demons 🏾 🏾 🏾 
Jesus is a chain breaker!  
Jesus is a deliver!!  
Jesus has ALL POWER & AUTHORITY!!! Even the demons bow and take orders from 

Him 🏾 
 
Jesus will go to the depths of hell to get His children...there’s no place Christ won’t go to 
save those written in the book of life!!! Hallelujah!!! Glory to God!!! Amen!!! (Luke 8: 26-
39)  
 
Types of weeds  
A gardener knows where they plant their seeds  
 
One type of weed mimics the plant especially during the maturity phase and you can’t 
tell the difference until it’s upon the harvest time (these types you have to wait before 
you pull them)  
Another type are thorns and they can prick you (these types of recognizable 
immediately)  
 
Thorn weeds choke the life out of the plant  
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Jesus prepares His Disciples/Followers & Believers for His departure/return to 
Heaven 

Jesus begins His journey to Jerusalem “The Cross” 🏾 🏾 
“Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem” (Luke 9:51)  
 
Christ teaches what it means to be a true follower  
Jesus reveals Himself to His disciples and followers  
 
Power & authority is dangerous outside of the covering/guidance of The Holy Spirit  
 
Power & authority outside of the Holy Spirit causes you to worship self with its usage 
 
What it cost to be a disciple of Jesus Christ: 
Daily submission to Christ will/purpose/assignment over your life  
Love of others more than self  
Life must bear witness to the testimony of Jesus Christ...The Son of Man who died for 
our sins  
The choice to be willing to be unpopular and not accepted among the religious elite or 
powerful  
Willing to take up cross daily (dying to self & obedience to Christ)  
Choice to deny the benefits of the measure of success according to this world in 
exchange for the Glory of God and His Kingdom  
Prayer must be a intricate part of your life it is the gateway to your transfiguration to 
encourage /uplift/ replenish you  
Prayer is a necessary part of a disciple’s life  
Time in stillness to hear Jesus speak  
Choosing to follow Jesus will require you to be comfortable with the uncomfortable  
Acceptance of other believers/followers from ALL walks of life  
A constant Mindset of Love for others  
Leave behind spiritually dead things  
No Turning Back!!!!  
 
Conclusion to The Cost of Following Jesus  
Faith Beyond Reason  
Obedience with no earthly guarantees  
Commitment to His power  
Lover of others over self  
 
Disciples began work (Disciples accept the call of employment)  
Disciples prepare the way for The Lord  
Disciples (show/example a new way)  
 
The 2nd time Christ sends His disciples out there are many more chosen besides the 
12  
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There’s many believers needing to be reach.... but few disciples  
 
Disciples are in high demand  
 
Disciples Job Description  
 
Disciples must be in prayer for more disciples to work  
 
Disciples must be focused  
 
Discipleship is discipline work  
 
Disciples first task on any assignment is to declare “Gods peace be onto them”  
 
Disciples heal the sick  
 
Disciples don’t worry about providing for their needs  
 
Disciples spread the message that The Kingdom of God is near you  
 
Disciples must be able to deal with rejection by the very ones who claim to be followers 
of Jesus Christ (Religious Systems)  
 
Disciples are given power & authority to cast out demons in Jesus name  
 
Disciples are given Christ power & authority to work  
 
Benefits of Discipleship  
 
“Look, I have given you authority over all the power of the enemy, and you can 
walk among snakes and scorpions and crush them. Nothing will injure you. But 
don’t rejoice because evil spirits obey you; rejoice because your names are 
registered in heaven.” Luke 10:19-20 
 
Jesus prays a prayer of thanksgiving for the marvelous things He did through mere 

mortal man 🏾 🏾  
 
God entrusted EVERYTHING to Jesus Christ His Son  
No one truly knows the Father except the Son  
No one truly knows the Son except the Father  
Those whom The Son chooses will also be privileged to have The Father & The Son 
revealed to them  
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Jesus shares special intimate messages/revelations with His disciples (see things that 
other don’t see & hear things that others don’t hear)  
 
The most identifying marker of a follower of Jesus Christ  
Everyone is treated through the eyes of Christ 
Compassionate actions  
Generously gives grace & mercy to all (even enemies)  
 
Christ final assignment before the cross was training His disciples  
  
Martha & Mary Lessons  
Martha - busy doing “many good” things  
Mary - doing the most important thing  
“There is only one thing worth being concerned about.” Luke 10:42  
Mary focused on the most important guest (Jesus)  
Maratha distracted by serving all the many guest (Jesus lost in the crowd of guest)  
Mary sat & listened  
Martha worked  
 
Teaching about Prayer  
Pray often  
Pray consistently  
Pray in reverence  
Pray for The Power of Christ in your life  
Pray for your daily needs  
Pray for forgiveness of sins  
Pray for protection against temptations  
 
Deeper into prayer (mature prayer life)  
Pray without ceasing (shameless persistent) 
“Keep on asking and you will receive what you ask for...Keep on seeking and you will 
find...Keep on knocking and the door will be opened to you...for everyone who asks 
receives....Everyone who seeks find...Everyone who knocks the door will be opened” 
Luke 11:8-10  
 
Disciples model Jesus prayer life  
 
Christ is willing to give an abundance of the Holy Spirit to those who ask of Him  

The more you ask (consistent prayer life) the more He gives 🏾 🏾 
“How much more will your Heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him” 
Luke 11:13  
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Message to the crowds  
Jesus and the prince of demons  
“Any kingdom divided by civil war is doomed”  
“Satan is divided and fighting against himself”  
“How can his kingdom survive?”  
“When a strong man is fully armed and guards his palace...his possessions are 
safe...until someone even stronger attacks and overpowers him...strips him of his 
weapons and carries off his belongings.” Luke 11:21-22  
The prince of demons is powerless against the power & authority of Jesus 

Christ 🏾 🏾 🏾 🏾 
The prince of demons works against Christ believers and opposes them  
A consistent prayer life is the ONLY protection against evil spirits reentering your life  
A consistent prayer life locks/keeps evil spirits out  
Prayer must be the practice of a believer’s life  
Inconsistent prayer life weakens the believer  
A weak prayer life enables you to see Christ  
“Make sure the light you think have is not actually darkness” Luke 11:35  
A sign of a healthy prayer life is a “whole life radiant”  
 
Jesus message to religious leaders  
Care more about outside appearances  
Greed overpowers you  
Care more about rituals and traditions  
Care more about status  
“Hidden graves in a field”  
Full of secret corruption  
 
Jesus message to religious teachers of the law  
Crushing people with unbearable demands  
Refuse to support believers in their Christian walk  
Care more about buildings of worship than actually being a disciple of Christ  
Removed the key of knowledge from people  
You prevent others from experiencing the Kingdom of God  
 
Warning about living a false Christian life 
 
Jesus message to His disciples  
The life you live behind closed doors matter  
The secrets/motives of the heart will be revealed 
“Beware of the yeast of the religious leaders”-hypocrisy (Luke 12:1) Appearance of 
clean/righteous living on the outside while evil and dirty on the inside  
 
Jesus message to the believers in the crowd  
Fear not those who want to kill your body (freedom in Christ)  
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Fear The One who can destroy body and soul  
Christ loves you more than the sins you’ve committed (He forgives more than you can 
repay)  
Acknowledge Christ in the way you live, and He will acknowledge you among the 
angels  
Poor choices in the way you live can be forgiven  
Refusing the guidance /acknowledgment/voice of The Holy Spirit CANNOT be forgiven  
Christ can & will defend Himself through you when you go before powers & authorities  
 
Parable of the Rich Fool (Message to crowd of believers)  
Christ did not come to judge/determine who receives earthly riches  
“Beware! Guard against EVERY kind of greed...Life is not measured by how much you 
own” (Luke 12:15) 
Do not focus so much on building earthly wealth that you forget what’s more important 
having a rich relationship with Christ  
A life solely focused on building an earthly kingdom-reward will only be what’s provided 
on this earth 
 
Further teaching about money & possessions (Jesus message to His disciples)  
This is why I tell you not to worry about everyday life (worry leads to greed-greed leads 
to selfishness-and worship of self)  
Worry weakens your faith  
Having “stuff” does not matter  
Do not spend your time concerned about necessities of life “These things dominate the 
thoughts of unbelievers all over the world” (Luke 12:30)  
Your Heavenly Father ALREADY knows yours needs  
Seek me (Jesus) focus on your relationship with me (Jesus) focus on your purpose and 

assignments and let me (Jesus) take care of your needs -A Declaration  

🏾 🏾 
God finds pleasure and great happiness to give you the Kingdom (Freedom of worry 
about the cares of this world) (Freedom to experience joy and peace while living in this 
chaotic world) (Freedom to live purpose and assignment) Hallelujah!!!!  
“So don’t be afraid little flock” (Luke 12:32)  
Sell your excess and use the money to help those in needs  
Live a simple life and use the extra to help those in needs  
Heavenly deposits are made when you live a simple life and give your extra to those in 
needs  
Your treasure is safe in heaven  
Earthly treasures will always be susceptible to thief’s and being destroyed  
“Wherever your treasure is, there the desires of your heart will also be” (Luke 12:34)  
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Christ message to Disciples about being ready for His return  
“Be dressed for service and keep your lamps burning” (Luke 12:35) Keep a mindset that 
is always ready for service (obedient life) Keep a mindset that continually allows the 
inner workings of the Holy Spirit  
Always be living a life that is awaiting Christ return  
The Son of Man will come when least expected  
Discipleship is living a life that is always in service to other believers  
Disciples are given the assignment to nurture fellow believers as we await Christ return  
Disciples MUST not grow lazy in their assignment  
Disciples MUST not slack and work half-hearted on their assignment  
Disciples MUST not abused or take lightly the power & authority Christ has given to 
them to do His will (care for His believers)  
“A faithful sensible servant is one to whom the master can give the responsibility of 
managing his other household servants and feeding them.” (Luke 12:42)  
Following/choosing Jesus will cause division among people on this earth 
(friends/families/co-workers/communities)  
“I have come to set the world on fire...I have a terrible baptism of suffering ahead of 
me.... I am under a heavy burden until it is accomplished” (Luke 12:49-50)  
 
Jesus message to the crowd  
Just like you can interpret the weather, so it is with interpreting the signs of the times  
Use common sense...open your eyes and see what is around you (pay attention to the 
signs of the time)  
Settle matters with yourself concerning your beliefs (no need to prove your belief to 
unbelievers)  
 
A Call to Repentance (Christ altar call on His way to the cross)  
 
Repentance comes from the confessing/acknowledging/admittance of the sinful 
thoughts of the heart - the 2nd step of the process in repentance is turning from your 
sinful life/ways  
 
Jesus patiently waits for us to repent of our sins and turn from our wicked ways 
(allowing Christ to take captive of every evil/sinful thought)  
 
Healing (Health needs addressed) on the Sabbath  
Deliverance (social needs addressed) on the Sabbath   
Counseling (someone to talk to) on the Sabbath  
  
Kingdom of God is like a tiny mustard seed planted in a garden - grows into a tree 
where birds make nest in its branches (a simple life in Christ is attracting)  
 
Kingdom of God is also like yeast in making bread... (A simple/peaceful life in Christ 
brings an abundance of freedom/joy)  
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A missioned filled life keeps you pressed towards the goal!!! “Jesus went through towns 
and villages, teaching as he went always pressing on toward Jerusalem” (Luke 13:22)  
 
The Narrow Door (The window of opportunity for repentance will not last forever) 
Work hard to enter (press towards the goal) 
Many will try to enter but will fail (the entrance key is obedience to Gods word lived out 
through the power of the Holy Spirit in your life) 
When the master of the house locks the door, it will be to late  
 
God will ensure your ability to complete your assignment “I will keep on casting out 
demons and healing people today & tomorrow; & the 3rd day I will accomplish my 
purpose...today, tomorrow, & the next day I must proceed on my way.” (Luke 13:32-
33)  
 
Christ wants to save & deliver us!! But it’s our choice to make “I have wanted to gather 
your children together as a hen protects her chicks beneath her wings, but you wouldn’t 
let me.” (Luke 13:34)  
 
Jesus teachings at a leader of the Pharisees house for Sabbath dinner 
The Sabbath is not about self  
Worship to God on the Sabbath is service to your fellow man 
Jesus Heals on the Sabbath (The Creator refreshes/transforms/liberates/delivers His 
creation on the Sabbath)  
The Sabbath is a reminder that we have a Creator who can restore and make all things 
new  
The Sabbath within its very nature is about community uplifting (Service)  
 
Jesus gives advice to some of the guest at the sabbath dinner  
Humility is about seeing yourself for who you really are (a lowly sinner saved by Christ)  
Humility is acknowledgment that we don’t deserve any honor for everything that is good 
comes from Christ  
Humility is realizing that we are ALL equal in the eyes of God  
 
Jesus direct message to the host of the Sabbath dinner: Spend your time/effort/energy 
& focus on those in need rather than on impressing/entertaining friends/family/rich 
neighbors  
 
Jesus direct response after someone at the dinner overheard Christ talking to the 
host about where you should focus your time & energy: Worship to self excludes 
you from the kingdom 
Worship to self-blocks humility  
Worship to self-preoccupies you and prevents your ability to see your need for Christ  
Worship to self makes you think your better than other people  
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We think much highly of ourselves than we ought to...we are NOTHING but Christ is 

EVERYTHING!!!! 🏾 🏾 🏾 
 
Jesus message to the crowd at or around the Sabbath dinner about the cost of 
being a disciple  
You must hate the need for being popular and accepted by others (denounce the 
culture of society)  
You must be willing to live a counterculture life  
You cannot be worshipper of self  
You must be willing to carry your own cross (life load/problems from choice to be a 
disciple)  
Before you accept the calling of discipleship reflect on the cost (what you have to be 
willing to give up)  
Embarrassing to start discipleship and not see it through to completion (Christ return)  
To become disciple, you MUST be willing to give up everything you own (Denounce 
everything that comes from being part of society’s culture)  
A disciple who does not see his/her job to completion hurts themselves and Christ 
cause  
 

Lord I don’t want to quit or get fired from working for you! 🏾 🏾 
 
Jesus parables message to Religious leaders & teachers of the law (Sinners also 
heard these parables)  
Pharisees & teachers of religious law complained that Jesus associated with sinful 
people  
 
Parable of the Lost Sheep (Do not know The Way) 
Some brothers & sisters (believers) don’t realize they are lost...But PRAISE be to God 
that He will search for the ones that our lost until He finds them and joyfully carry them 

on His shoulders home!!! 🏾 🏾 🏾 
“Won’t He leave the 99 others in the wilderness and go to search for the one that is lost 
until He finds it? And when He has found it, He will joyfully carry it home on His 
shoulders.” (Luke 15:4-5)  
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Parable of the Lost Coin (Lost The Way)  
Some brothers and sisters of believers and followers of Christ loose The Way...But 

PRAISE be to God that He will light The Way for them back home!!!

🏾 🏾 🏾 🏾 
“Won’t she light a lamp and sweep the entire house and search carefully until she finds 
it?” (Luke 15:8)  
 
Parable of the Lost Son (Know The Way but refuse to follow it)  
Some brothers and sisters of believers and followers know The Way but choose to go 
their own way...But PRAISE be to God that He gives us the power of choice and then 

patiently lovingly awaits for us to return home! Oh How He Loves Us!

🏾 🏾 
“So he returned home to his father. And while he was still a long way off, His Father 
saw him coming. Filled with love and compassion, He ran to His son, embraced him, 
and kissed him.” (Luke 15:20) 
 
Appeal Message to religious leaders, teachers, & Christians at the end of the 
Parable of the Lost Son  
The work of God is about celebrating when His children return home  
The work of God is about encouraging and providing whatever support to Christ children 
as He guides them home  
The work of God is about providing practical needs and showing healthy love in action 
to Christ children as He finds and carries them home  
Self-Righteousness living creates a harden heart to the very nature of what Christ 
ministry is really all about  
Righteousness by works is actually worship to self  
Jesus pleads for the self-righteous to see the error of their ways but they refuse to listen 
& repent...those who have a hear let them listen  
 
Jesus parable to His disciples  
 
Parable of Shrewd Manager (Worldly manager vs. Christ Manager)  
 
Worldly Manager (false disciples)  
Abuses the power & authority given  
Waste the investment Christ puts into you  
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Take advantage of believers  
Exploit Christ children  
Thinks of self-first  
Lives on both sides of the fence serving Christ halfway heartedly while simultaneously 
serving self  
Enslaved to money  
 
Christ Manager (true disciples) 
Thinks of others first 
Uses worldly resources to benefit others  
Lives a simple life   
 
The Pharisees (who dearly loved their money) also heard the parable of the shrewd 
manager...Christ says this to them  
Outward appearance of righteousness living is fake for Christ know your hearts (true 
motive)  
“What this world honors is detestable in the sight of God” (Luke 16:15)  
Coveting is still a sin  
Christ law is still law  
 
Parable of the Rich Man & Lazarus  
Enslavement to what the world honors causes a worship to self than a worship to Christ  
Worship to self creates enslavement to money  
Worship to self-blinds you from the needs of others  
 
Teachings about Forgiveness & Faith  
 
Message to disciples on the subject  
Discipline is required as a disciple...you are held to a higher power standard on the 
influence/modeling you show of a lifestyle submitted to Christ  
Disciples are called to be role models for their fellow brothers & sisters  
“So, watch yourselves!” (Luke 17:3)  
There will always be temptation to sin  
Forgive your fellow brothers & sisters if repentance occurs no matter how many times 
they sin...if repentance occurs KEEP ON FORGIVING (The key to this message is if 
there is continual “repentance” you must forgive)  “If another believer sins, rebuke that 
person; then if there is repentance, forgive.” Even if that person wrongs you seven times 
a day and each time turns again (repents) and ask forgiveness, you must forgive.” (Luke 
17:3-4)  
Discipleship is IMPOSSIBLE without Faith!  
Role modeling a Christ lifestyle & continual forgiveness of our fellow brothers & sisters 
is a mandate of the job of being a disciple “When you obey me you should say, We are 
unworthy servants who have simply done our duty.” (Luke 17:19)  
Do not think highly of yourself for this ability it is a gift of The Holy Spirit!  
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Do not think yourself worthy and deserving of  special favor for living to this higher 
calling...for as a fellow sinner saved by grace we are unworthy of even been given the 

power to carry the assignment of discipleship 🏾 🏾 
 
Ten Healed Leprosy (Luke 17:11-18)(Jesus reaches the border of Galilee and 
Samaria) 

“As Jesus continued on toward Jerusalem” 🏾 🏾 (Luke 
17:11) (The Journey to the Cross) He NEVER strayed from His mission & assignment of 
the cross and even still on His way there He continued to teach, heal, and free people 

from their sins!!! Hallelujah!!! 🏾 🏾  
 10 men with leprosy cry from a distance asking “Master, have mercy on us!” Christ tells 
them to “Go show yourselves to the priest.”  As they went, they were cleansed of their 
leprosy.  Only one returned and gave Praise to God and thanked Him for what He had 
done. The one that returned was a Samaritan (foreigner)  
Do not think yourself deserving of special treatment just because you profess to be a 
Christian  
Do not think your “Christian title” makes you entitled to Christ  
Do not forget how we ALL have come short from the glory of God and are unworthy!!!!  
 
The Coming of the Kingdom  
The Pharisees asked Jesus, when will the kingdom of God come?  
Jesus replies - The Kingdom of God cannot be detected by visible signs (It’s a 
transformation from the inside) The Kingdom of God is already among you!  
 
Then Jesus shares this to His disciples- The time is coming when you will long to see 
the day when the Son of Man returns  
People will try to say they know when I will return or even say that I am here (visible 
signs that require you to go and see) but do not pay attention to these things for when I 
return ALL eyes shall see me 
 
The End of Days  
When the Son of Man returns it will be like the days of Noah  
“In those days, the people enjoyed banquets and parties and weddings right up to the 
time Noah entered his boat and the flood came and destroyed them all.” (Luke 17:26-
27)  
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How the world will be like the days of Lot  
“People went about their daily business-eating & drinking, buying & selling, farming & 
building-until the morning Lot left Sodom. Then fire and burning sulfur rained down from 
heaven and destroyed them all. Yes, it will be ‘BUSINESS AS USUAL’ right up to the 
day when the Son of Man is revealed.” (Luke 17:28-29)  
 
Christ Last Day BEWARE Message  
Leave old things behind DO NOT turn back  
Turn from the pleasures/culture of this world  
DO NOT CLING to the love of yourself!!!  
When the day arrives for Christ return may you find yourself internally prepared!!  
“Remember what happened to Lot’s wife!” (Luke 17:32)  
 
The disciples ask Jesus, where will this happen?  
Jesus replies, “these signs show that the end is near” (Luke 17:37)  
 
Always Pray and Never Give Up (Jesus is closer to His destination of Jerusalem)  
 
The Parable of the Persistent Widow (Jesus shares this story with His disciples)  
Christ will give justice to the oppress & marginalized  
He hears our repeated outcry’s  
Do not get weary in trusting Christ...He is coming again, and justice is with Him!  
 
Parable of the Pharisee & Tax Collector (Jesus shares this story to some who had 
great confidence in their own righteousness & scorned everyone else)  
Character symbolism from the parable:  
Pharisee - represents a religious person  
Despised tax collector - represents a sinner  
A humbled person never forgets the price that was paid for their sins!!!  
 
Jesus Blesses the Children (Message to the children and lesson for the 
disciples)  
Children are capable of receiving the Kingdom of God  
We must have a trusting heart as a child to also receive the Kingdom of God  
 
The Rich Man (A religious leader asked Jesus what I should do to inherit eternal 
life)  
Jesus replies,  
Obey  
Give of self  
Become a servant  
 
Lesson from the message: it is extremely hard for man to live a transformed life when 
they have a well (rich/full) established life here on earth... 
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Those who heard Jesus reply to the Rich man then asked, well who in the world can be 
saved? Jesus answers: “What is impossible for people is possible with God” (Luke 
18:27)  
 
A Jesus promise:  
Everyone who has chosen to give up a rich/full life here on earth to live a transformed 
life in Christ will be repaid many times over in this life & will have eternal life in the world 
to come  
 
Jesus takes His 12 apostles aside and tells them again what is to come when He 
arrives in Jerusalem...”The Son of Man will be handed over to the Romans, and He will 
be mocked, treated shamefully, and spit upon...they will flog Him with a whip and kill 
Him, but on the third day He will rise again.” (Luke 17:32-33)  
 
The apostles still didn’t understand...the significance of His words was hidden from 
them, and they failed to grasp what He was talking about... 
 
Christ sometimes shares things with His advocates that will be understood at a later 
time  
 
Sometimes Christ advocates need to spend persistent time in prayer never giving up 
asking God for better understanding of a message given to them  
 
Jesus heals a Blind Beggar (Jesus was in Jericho) (A crowd witness the healing)  
The beggar was persistent in shouting out ‘Jesus, Son of David’ have mercy on me  
When the crowd tried to quiet him, the beggar shouted even louder “Son of David, have 
mercy on me!”  
Jesus heard the man and asked what do you want me to do for you? The man said, 
“Lord, I want to see!”  
Jesus replies “alright receive your sight! Your faith has healed you.”  
The man instantly could see, and he followed (served) Jesus, praising God!  And 
became a testimony to all who saw it too.  
 
Lessons from the Healing of the Blind Beggar 
Christ is willing to open your eyes so that you may see and understand hidden 
things...but persistence faith is required  
 
The healing of the Blind Beggar was a lesson to Christ disciples and apostles to always 
pray and never give up!  
 
Do not be content with lack of understanding when it comes to spiritual 
things...persistently ask Christ for deeper understanding...always pray and never give 
up!  
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Jesus Ministry in Jericho  
Zacchaeus meets Jesus...he had a desire to meet Christ...he was a rich man and 
probably made most of his money by exploiting others  
Zacchaeus thought himself to be too wicked for Christ...but if there is a willing heart 
Christ will enter  
The people were displeased that Christ could forgive someone like Zacchaeus... 
As believers we must allow Christ to give us new eyes to see the new creature...we 
must allow Christ to help us see past the old creature...and to remember this is the 
same thing Christ has done for us  
Zacchaeus repents!! And Christ cause him “a true son of Abraham”  
Christ will seek and save those who are lost!   
 
Jesus is near to Jerusalem...He has already passed through Jericho... 
 
Parable of the Ten Servants (Story told to the crowd) (This Story was told to 
correct the impression of the Kingdom of God) (for the crowd thought Christ was 
going to Jerusalem to take the throne from the Romans)  
 
Characters symbolism from the story  
Nobleman - represents Christ  
Distant Empire- Roman/Jerusalem  
Crowed King- crucified/cross  
Return- 2nd coming  
Ten Servants- Christ followers  
Ten pounds of silver- wealth (time, money, talents, health)  
Invest Sliver- assignment & purpose (use of wealth)  
The people & delegation- unbelievers/religious teachers/leaders  
Wicked Servant- Followers who chose to misuse the wealth given to them by Christ  
 
Lessons from the Parable of the Ten Servants  
 
Christ crowing of King was by way of the cross  
 
Christ requires His followers/servants to utilize the wealth to live out their purpose & 
carry out their assignments while awaiting His return  
 
It is a dishonor to Christ to not use the wealth He’s given you for the purpose He has 
given it to you to use  
 
Christ will bless His servants who use their wealth correctly with double portion (Christ 
will use you to do GREAT things for His Kingdom)  
 
Unbelievers and powerful elite who hate Christ will one day have to face the King they 
disowned  
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After sharing the story Jesus went on toward Jerusalem walking ahead of the disciples 
(Christ forged ahead in haste to complete His mission of dying on the cross to save me 

from my sins!!! 🏾 🏾) Hallelujah!  
 
When He came to the town Bethphage and Bethany on the Mount of Olives he sent two 
disciples ahead and gave them the assignment of obtaining a young donkey for Christ 
to use to ride into Jerusalem  
As Christ was making his way into Jerusalem the crowds gathered and spread their 
garments on the road and as he was riding down the Mount of Olives His followers 
began to shout & sing, praising God for all the wonderful miracles they had seen  
Pharisees were among the crowd (perhaps spies sent) They were bothered by the 
praise  
 
You cannot keep silent when you have witnessed Christ liberation and restoration!!!  
 
Jesus cries over the city of Jerusalem because of its inability to receive the peace 
(harmony with Christ)  
 
The first thing Christ does when He gets to Jerusalem is clears the temple...this act 
angered the leading priests, teachers of religious law, & other leaders of the 
people...they all began plotting on how to kill Him 
 
The Authority of Jesus Challenged (the leading priests, teachers of religious law, 
& elders begin to build a false case against Jesus)  
 
The leading priest, teachers of religious law, elders, & other leaders of the people 
despised Jesus ministry because it brought freedom, liberation & restoration to the very 
same people they were exploiting, oppressing, and marginalizing  
 
Parable of the evil farmers (message to the people)  
 
Character symbols in the story  
A man (owner of the vineyard) - God 
A vineyard - Wealth/Power/Authority  
Tenant evil farmers - Worshippers of self  
Another country - Heaven 
3 Servants sent to collect harvest -Prophets  
Grape harvest - what is owe to God but was kept for self  
The owners Son- Christ Jesus  
 
Lessons from the story  
God sends His servants to testify of Him but the love of self and desire of power and 
authority and control of own wealth causes people to reject God’s servants, His Son, & 
the Creator  
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The love & worship of self prevents you from being a servant to Christ  
 
God has leased to us wealth/power & authority to be used to glorify Him by liberating, 
restoring and setting the oppressed and marginalized free!!!  
 
Religious Leaders continue to try to trap Jesus  
Taxes for Caesar (the leaders try to get Jesus to say something that could be reported 
to the Roman governors)  
 
Discussion about Resurrection (Sadducee- religious leaders attempt to trap Jesus)  
The Sadducee did not believe in resurrection from the dead  
 
Whose Son Is the Messiah? (Continued conversation with the religious leaders)  
Christ presents His case for being The Son of God by asking them a question 
concerning scripture from David in the book of Psalms  
Then with the crowd listening He says to His disciples...” Beware of these teachers of 
religious law!” (Luke 20:46) For they are lovers of themselves  
 
Lessons from Jesus While in Jerusalem  
The Widow’s Offering  
Christ finds more favor in a poor person who humbly gives all they have than rich 
people who proudly give big dollar amounts when it’s really only a tiny part of their 
surplus .  
Christ requires ALL of you  
 
Jesus Speaks about the Future  
Do not place your focus and attention on the material splendor and glorified outside 
appearances of religious things...for all material things will be destroyed  
 
Some of Jesus disciples asked the following questions about the future:  
 
1)When will the temple be destroyed?  
Jesus answer: When you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies  
They will be killed by the sword or sent away as captives to all the nations of the world  
Jerusalem will be trampled down by the Gentiles until the period of the Gentiles comes 
to an end  
 
2)What are the signs when this is about to take place?  
Jesus answer: Time of great persecution  
Followers of Christ will be dragged into synagogues and prisons, and stand trial before 
kings and governors (opportunity to tell them about Christ) (Christ will give them the 
words to say)  
Families will betray you  
Everyone will hate you for being my follower  
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Jesus answers included signs of the end when He will come and fully restore the 
kingdom of Jerusalem/Temple  
Nation will go to war against nation  
Great earthquakes  
Famines 
Plagues  
There will be terrifying things and great miraculous signs from heaven  
Strange signs in the sun, moon, & stars  
Turmoil among the nations  
Perplexity by the roaring seas and strange tides  
People will be terrified at what they see coming upon the earth, for the powers in the 
heavens will be shaken  
Then everyone will see the Son of Man coming on a cloud with power and great 

glory!!!! 🏾 🏾 
 
Ending remarks to the disciples concerning the questions  
“So when all these things begin to happen, stand and look up, for your salvation is 
near!” (Luke 21:28)  
 
Christ gives an illustration to further expand on His answers to the Disciples  
Just like a fig, or any other tree shows signs of the changing season...in the same way 
the signs I (Jesus) just shared with you will be the identifier that the Kingdom of God is 
near... 
 
Jesus declares to them by His word that this generation (this way of society/culture) will 
not pass from the scene until all these things have taken place “My words never 
disappear” (Luke 21:33)  
 
Jesus warning ⚠  
“Watch out!” Don’t let your hearts become dulled by the way of this society and culture  
Don’t let yourself become immune to sinful living  
Don’t get caught up in the worries of life  
If you allow these things to happen, you will be caught off guard of my return and will 
not be aware of the signs I’ve told you  
Don’t become trapped by the way of society (when society/culture way of life becomes 
normal)  
Keep alert at ALL times (This society way of living should be abnormal, strange & 
uncomfortable)  
Pray for strength  
 
While in Jerusalem every day Jesus went to the temple to teach and the crowds 
gathered early each morning to hear him and each evening, He spent the night on the 
Mount of Olives  
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Judas Agrees to Betray Jesus  
The Passover was approaching and the leading priest and teachers of religious law 
were plotting how to kill Jesus, but were afraid of the people’s reaction, it was at this 
time that Satan entered into Judas Iscariot and he went to the leading priest and 
captains of the Temple guard to discuss the best way to betray Jesus  
 
Judas loved money & power and this love overpowered him which made it impossible 
for him to love & follow Christ  
 
The Last Supper  
The Passover has now arrived, and Jesus prepares to eat “The Last Supper” with his 
disciples (The Passover was when the lamb is sacrificed)  
At the Passover meal Jesus sits at the table with His apostles  
At the meal Jesus shares with His disciples how eager He was to eat this meal with 
them before His suffering begins...He tells them that He won’t eat this meal again until 
it’s meaning is fulfilled in the Kingdom of God (Jesus is so intimately connected to His 

people 🏾)  
After the meal Christ took another cup of wine and said, “This cup is the new covenant 
between God and His people- an agreement confirmed with my blood, which is poured 
out as a sacrifice for you.” (Luke 22:20)  
Christ sacrifice allowed us to enter a new covenant with God where those who believe 
and follow Christ are made anew...old things are passed away...because of the sacrifice 

the penalty of our sins is overturned 🏾 🏾 🏾 � 
 

What a heavy burden Christ carried for me � 
 
In this culture and society people of power and authority lord it over the common people 
but hypocritically call themselves “friends of the people” but in Christ Kingdom it is the 
opposite for those given power and authority are called to be servants just as Christ our 
Savior exemplified while on this earth  
 
Christ promise to His faithful “You have stayed with me in my time of trial” You have a 
seat at the table in Christ Kingdom to eat and drink (celebrate)  
 

Oh what love the Father has for His children 🏾  
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Christ pleads in prayer for His disciple’s strength of faith for when the enemy attacks 
them  
 
Christ expects His disciples who through the power of Christ intercessory prayers are 
able to repent (turn away) when the enemy attacks to encourage their fellow believers 
through this process (we fall down, but we get up)  
 
Jesus gives His disciples new job instructions for when He returns to heaven - 
You will need to take care of your practical needs while on assignments  
 
Jesus Prays on Mount of Olives (Right before He is betrayed and arrested)  
After the Last Supper Jesus returns to the Mount of Olives to pray...this time His 
disciples accompanied Him 
There He told them to “Pray that you will not give in to temptation” (Luke 22:40)  
Give in temptation-turn backwards/lose faith/choose to love to self/do what self wants  
Jesus then walks about a stone throw away and begins to pray “Father, if you are 
willing, please take this cup of suffering away from me. Yet I want your will to be done, 

not mine.” (Luke 22:42) (An angel from heaven appeared & strengthen Him

🏾 🏾 🏾 🏾 🏾)  
Jesus prayed with such fervent and He was in such agony of spirit that His sweat fell to 
the ground like great drops of blood 🩸  
 
Consistent Prayer (daily communication with Christ) is the ONLY WAY to a life 
that does not give in to temptation  
 
It will take eternity to fully know the price Christ paid for my sins!!!  
 
People should recognize that you’re a follower of Jesus...your 
lifestyle/appearance/demeanor should be different than that of the world  
 
Police/military/guards have always been used to protect and serve the powerful, elites, 
and the economy rather than to serve & protect the people  
 
The political powers (Roman Gov) at the time of Jesus death (Pilate & Herod Antipas) 
knew Christ was innocent and perhaps even knew He was The Son of Man but their 
love to self/power overshadowed their ability to speak and stand for truth  
 
The crowd (people, religious leaders & teachers & elders) roared with one voice to “kill 
Him” (Jesus) chose love of self (obedience to self/trust in own power/faith in self and 
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what can be seen (the religious leaders/leading priest) which blinded them and gave the 
enemy the opportunity to manipulate them because of their blind spot  
 
While Jesus was being lead to be crucified some grief-stricken women were among the 
large crowd that trailed behind Him...He told them not to cry for Him but to cry for 
themselves for the power of darkness that is among the people and that the world is to 
become even more darker when I return to glory  
 
From the cross Christ said “Father, forgive them, for they don’t know what they are 
doing” (Luke 23:34)  
 
Believe, Confess & Repent and then be saved, liberated, restored and FREE!!! 
 
 Luke 23:44-49  
When Jesus breathed His last the Roman Officer who oversaw the execution, 
worshiped God and said “Surely this man was innocent” And when all the crowd that 
came to see the crucifixion saw what had happened, they went home in deep sorrow 
(deep sorrow must lead to confession and repentance in order to truly live free) 
 
Jesus friends stood at a distance watching (Those who follow, He calls us His friends)  
 
The Resurrection  
The women disciples (followers) are the first to witness the empty tomb, see and speak with 
Jesus angels that share with them “Christ is risen”, and then believe and testify about Christ is 
risen  
But the men disciples (followers) didn’t believe them  
Women are intimately connected to Christ Spirit in a special way  
Peter was the first to go see for himself what the women were saying about Christ risen and 
when he goes and sees the empty tomb, he still struggles with belief  
 
The Walk to Emmaus  
On that same day two of Jesus followers (one being Peter) were walking to the village of 
Emmaus, 7 miles from Jerusalem, there are hearts were perplexed about all the recent events 
concerning Christ death and the women reports about He is risen and the empty tomb...it was 
at this time Jesus appears to them but God kept them from recognizing Him.   
On the walk Jesus re-teaches them everything in the scripture concerning Christ death and 
resurrection  
When they reach Emmaus they begged for Jesus to stay and eat with them when they sat to eat 
and Jesus broke the bread their eyes were suddenly opened and  immediately they knew it was 
Him...it was at this moment that they believed Christ had risen “The Lord has really risen! He 
appeared to Peter.” (Luke 24:33 last part)  
 
Lessons learned from the resurrection  
Even Christ followers and disciples are foolish “You foolish people!” (Luke 24:25) 
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We are nothing but sheep in constant need of our Lord and Savior guidance and protection 
“You find it so hard to believe all that the prophets wrote in the scriptures” (Luke 24:25) 
A man’s Achilles heel is pride  
The men could not receive the women’s testimony as valid because of their pride (Christ 
certainly wouldn’t reveal himself this message to them first)  
Women are more inclined to have a child like heart and spirit (vulnerability)  
Negative side to a women’s strength of vulnerability: can easily become a victim and prey to the 
enemy’s deception  
Positive side to women’s strength of vulnerability: easily open and accepting to Christ Spirit (gift 
of belief)  
 
Jesus Appears to the Disciples  
When Jesus appears to the whole group of disciples they were startled and frightened, thinking 
they were seeing a ghost  
Although the women had already shared with them what they saw and also Peter and the other 
disciple shared their encounter with Him the whole group of followers were still in disbelief but 
at the same time filled with joy and wonder (could this be our Messiah?)  
Jesus shows them His hands and feet and tells them to touch Him (Christ is so personal and 
lovingly patient)  
Jesus takes the time to re-teach the whole group of His disciples the scriptures concerning His 
death, resurrection, & that this good news will be proclaimed in the authority of His name to all 
the nations (Christ is the ONLY power & authority to proclaim His message) (Disciples MUST be 
cleansed of self in order for Christ power & authority to work through them)  
“There is forgiveness of sins for all who repent” (Luke 24:47 last part) Hallelujah!!!  
Promise from God: “I will send the Holy Spirit” “Holy Spirit comes and fills you with power from 
heaven” 🙌🙏 (Luke 24:49)  
 
The Ascension  
Jesus ascends to Heaven in Bethany  
While Christ was ascending, He was blessing His disciples (Oh How He Loves❤)  
The disciples worshipped Him and returned to Jerusalem filled with great joy and spent all their 
time in the temple (figuratively and literally) praising God🙌🙌🙏🙏😭😭🙌🙌🙏🙏  
 
Christ ascension is the pinnacle of receiving and living in the Kingdom of God while on this 
earth…although the disciples were not returning to heaven with Christ at that time they were 
still filled with hope and joy 
 
Through Christ ascension and blessing the disciples were liberated, restored and free!  
 
What a testimony Jesus disciples joy and praise must have been to all who heard about and 
witnessed Jesus crucifixion  
 

HE IS RISEN!!!! Hallelujah!!! Praise the Lord!!! 
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The Major Religious Structure (Philosophies)in the time of Jesus   
 
Scribes (Jewish lawyers)  
Scribes were interpreters of Jewish law 
A Scribe was a profession 
Scribes were considered legal experts of Jewish law  
Scribes worked behind the scenes interpreting and regulating Jewish laws, but they did 
not interfere with or assume any role in the guidance of the people  
 
Pharisees (Jewish Pious)  
(political influence and access to power)  
About 6,000 out of a total population of perhaps 1,000,000...The largest group/most 
influential philosophy  
Pharisees strict meticulous following of the Jewish law (Torah) resulted in legalism  
Pharisees (Pridefully) lived an uncompromising outward life towards Romans & 
Hellenistic culture/society/philosophy  
Pharisees saw themselves better (above) (more important) than the common people  
Pharisees were very involved politically (Roman Rule)  
Pharisees made sure they had connections to Roman rule  
Pharisees served on the Sanhedrin council which advised the high priest  
Pharisees were devout followers of the law  
Pharisees were considered the spiritual leaders of the Jewish people and imposed the 
religious law (considered experts in keeping the religious law)   
Pharisees enjoyed support among the common people (The common people saw them 
as the leading guidance of keeping the law)  
Pharisees were big on traditions that they taught as a supplement to, or as an 
interpretation of, the commandments of the Torah  
Pharisees were more lenient in their judgement  
Pharisees believed in resurrection of the dead & punishment & rewards in the afterlife  
 
Sadducees (Jewish elite)  
(Religious Leaders/High Priest) (Men of power)  
Elite wealthy class closely allied with the high priest families...their following was only 
among the rich (Ananus the high priest was a Sadducee)  
Sadducees were wealthy lay-nobles, priest, & aristocrats  
Descendants of Zadokites recognized as the only legitimate priest line  
The Sadducees were very closely tied to Roman rule (They sought to conserve their 
wealth & power through compromise with Rome) 
Sadducees were heavily influenced by Hellenistic culture/philosophy/society  
Sadducee philosophy was that there was no resurrection or angels or spirits...the life 
you live is only about the life here on earth...so make it a good life  
Sadducee rejected all laws that were not explicitly written in the Torah (logical/rational)  
Sadducee were harsher in their legal judgements & punishments  
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Essenes (Jewish Purists)  
Very strict lifestyle  
Lived in the wilderness  
Emphasized God’s coming judgement  
Rejected the notion that only Zadokite should be high priest line  
Considered themselves as the only faithful remnant of Israel  
Followed the Dead Sea Scrolls  
 
Samaritans (Non-Jewish)  
Samaritans during Jesus time were descendants of the Assyrian colonist from Babylon 
and other cities in the region of Samaria  
Samaritans mixed Babylonian religion with worship of the Lord  
Samaritans claimed to be direct descendants from the Israelite tribes Ephraim & 
Manasseh (Joseph’s children)  
Samaritans and Jews did not like each other  
Their major conflict was over worship ideology  
Samaritans believed in the coming Messiah  
 
Zealots (Jewish revolutionaries)  
Jewish rebels against the political power of that time (Roman Empire)  
Uncompromising opposed Roman paganism and polytheism (belief in many Gods)  
Did not believe conciliation with Roman authorities  
Zealots were revolutionaries  
 
Jesus movement (The Way)  
Jesus lead a social justice movement  
Jesus movement was predominantly in non-Jewish territories of Galilee  
Jesus message was to love and obey God is by standing up for the oppressed & 
marginalized, denying self (love of self) but to rather give of self (service), confessing 
the sins of your heart, believe that you can become changed, and then live this new way  
Jesus movement heavily advocated for the oppressed and marginalized  
Jesus movement proclaimed that He was the Messiah “The Way”  
Jesus teachings and interpretation of the “Torah” (the law) contradicted the Scribes and 
Pharisees (Jesus teachings focused on what’s on the inside of a person’s heart vs. 
outward appearances) (Jesus did believe and follow the “Torah”)  
Majority of the people who chose to follow Jesus were the common people, some came 
from the Zealots, Samaritans, most were the poor marginalized and oppressed people 
of that time, there were also a few Hellenistic's and Roman officials who were believers, 
as well as a few Pharisees, Sadducees, and Essenes who became believers  
 
Galileans and Judeans  
Galileans were considered outsiders by Judeans 
They were not considered an old Jew of the traditional sort  
Galilee was considered by the Judeans the most pagan of the Jewish provinces  
Judaean’s considered Galileans to loose in their law keeping & less biblically pure  
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Judeans Jewish upper class thought themselves better than Galileans observance of 
Jewish religious observance  
Galilee Jewish areas (Nazareth & Capernaum) were in close proximity to Hellenistic 
centers  
& separated from Judea by Samaria (non-Jewish territory)  
Judea was the home of Jewish religion leadership (religious establishment) 
(Sadducees) (Pharisees)  
Jerusalem located in Judea was to the Jews the center of the world and where God 
dwelt in the Temple  
 
 
 
 
 
 


